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Our mission statement is ‘Enjoy 

learning and achieve great things for 

yourself and others.’ 

 

At Hague we have challenging 

expectations of attainment and progress 

for all our children, including those with 

special educational needs. They are 

based on excellent staff knowledge of 

pupils and high quality support for 

learning which accelerates progress and 

narrows the gap in attainment between 

those pupils who have Special 

Educational Needs, Disability (SEN/D) 

and others.  

We were rated Good in all areas at our 

last OfSTED inspection in March 2017. 

 

About  Us 

We are a single form entry Primary 

School with a Nursery class. We have 

222 children on roll. Currently our 

Nursery offers part time places only. 

Hague has a resourced provision for 

deaf and hearing impaired children 

(DPH) and is currently resourced to offer 

a total of 16 places (2 in each year 

group) to DPH children in the borough.  

We are an aural provision and aim to 

develop our children’s speaking and 

listening skills by building on residual 

hearing supported by Fm radio aid 

systems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are proud to be the first school 

in Tower Hamlets to achieve Level 2 

Rights Respecting School status. This 

means that all children are 

introduced to the United Nations 

convention on the rights of the 

child. We focus on the following in 

particular: 

 the right to be heard 

 the right to be the best you can 
be 

 the right to learn 

 the right to be safe 

 the right to play 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

How do we ensure  
that children and parents 
have a voice?  
 
The right to be heard and the 
responsibility to listen, is taken 
seriously at Hague. It is one of the 5 
rights recorded in the class charters. 
Every child at Hague is involved in 
drawing up their class charter which is 
on permanent display.  
 
We have a school council, with 
representatives from Year 1- Year 6, 
who meet weekly.  

 

Children with SEN/D participate in 
their learning path including the 
setting of learning targets.  
They contribute to and attend, at least 
part of their Annual Review.  
 
 

“Disabled pupils and those 

with Special Educational 

Needs, including those 

from the specially 

resourced unit, make good 

progress under the 

supportive care of well 

trained and well managed 

staff.” 

Ofsted 2012 

 

“Effective action taken in 

developing a strong culture 

of inclusion at the school. As 

a result, the needs of pupils 

who have special educational 

needs and/or disabilities are 

well met.” 

                     Ofsted 2017 

And school’s transition processes. 
Parents are invited to school to 
discuss their child’s progress at least 
once a term.  
 

      
        A Teaching Assistant delivering a literacy intervention 
 

What should a parent do if 
they think their child has 
special educational needs? 
 
 Any concerns that parents have will 
be taken seriously and should in the 
first instance be discussed with the 
class teacher. Parents are also able to 
speak to the Inclusion Manager, Alice 
MacFarlane 0207 739 9574. The 
Parents Advice Centre is an excellent 
point of contact for parents of 
children with special educational 
needs. 



 
Children learning in Nursery 

 

How does the school know if 
my child has special 
educational needs? 
 
Early identification is important for 
achieving the best possible outcomes 
for children with special educational 
needs. Staff in the Early Years 
Foundation Stage carry out home 
visits before children start school, 
meet with the child and parent(s) and 
work in partnership with parents if 
concerns are raised. 
 

The Early Years staff carry out a one 
week snapshot in Nursery followed by 
a seven week snapshot in order to see 
rates of progress. This enables us to 

pick up quickly on any child with a low 
starting point or a slow rate of 
progress. We can then put in 
appropriate support early.  
 

‘High quality teaching is the 
first step in responding to 
pupils who have, or may have, 
SEN.’ 
Code of Practice 2015 
 
All children receive high quality 
teaching that is based on assessment 
of their prior learning and the steps 
needed to make progress. As a child 
moves throughout school there may 
be a concern that a child is not making 
progress in their learning, social 
development or wider needs. 
 
The following will then take place to 
gather information on whether a child 
has special educational needs: 
 the parent and the class teacher 

will meet to discuss the concern 
 the class teacher will seek advice 

from the Inclusion Manager (INCo) 

 further assessments and 
observations usually take place 

 the class teacher will continue to 
monitor and assess the child’s 
progress 

 strategies will be put in place to 
provide support or an intervention  
e.g. a catch-up programme 

 the impact of the support will be 
monitored and shared with the 
child and their parents  

 with parental consent, there may 
be referral to an outside agency for 
specialist advice or assessment e.g. 
speech and language therapy 
 

The process of addressing needs can 
be seen as a cycle: 
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Children learning in Reception 

What does the school do to 
help my child if he or she has 
special educational needs? 
 

When a child is identified as having 
SEN an Individual Educational Plan 
(IEP) will be written setting out clear 
targets for the child and how they can 
reach them. This is shared with the 
parents and child.  
  
The child will be given help from a 
range of school and class support 
systems such as: 
 
-targeted support from the class 
teacher, a support teacher or a 
teaching assistant 
 

-strategies to support learning, 
independence or emotional well being 
-an intervention such as an evidence-
based catch-up programme 
 
-input from an outside professional 
e.g. an Occupational Therapist 
 
The Individual Plans are reviewed each 
term with the child and their parent/s 
by the class teacher. If there are 
further targets to work on, a new IEP 
is drawn up. 
 

 
A sample IEP 

 

Monies from the government to the 
Local Authority provide the school 
with a budget for meeting the needs 
of children with special educational 
needs. The school plans its spending 
for these children from this delegated 
budget. 
 
Hague spends this money on: 
 

- Two teams of support teachers 
and teaching assistants, one 
specifically for D/PH children 
and one for general SEN (there 
is some overlap) 
 

- training for all teachers and 
teaching assistants and release 
time to attend training/meet 
with specialists 

 
- employing a Speech and 

Language Therapist one day a 
week 

 
- specialist resources, equipment 

and adaptations to the 
environment. 

 



 
      A group of children working with a specialist teacher  

 

My child has a range of 
needs including medical. 
How will the school support 
my child? 
 
If your child has a medical need the 
Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator (SENCo) will discuss this 
with you prior to your child starting at 
Hague. Any necessary medical training 
for staff will also happen in advance so 
that your child will be safe. The school 
nurse writes care plans in consultation 
with parents, for those children who 
have an ongoing medical condition. 

 
The school accesses a range of 
services to seek advice and support 

according to the individual needs of 
children. 
 
Services that we currently work with 
include: 

 Occupational health 

 Physiotherapists 

 Speech therapists 

 Hearing impaired service 

 Audiologists 

 Nursing and healthcare 

 Educational psychologist 

 Social worker 

 Child and Adolescent Mental 
Health 

 Disability Advisory Teacher 

 Phoenix Outreach Teachers 
 
Professionals are invited to Annual 
Reviews and Team around the Child 
Meetings. 
 
The school has qualified First Aiders 
and Paediatric First Aiders. Careful 
consideration is given to school trips 
and additional first aiders will 
accompany trips (especially those that 
are residential) should it be deemed 
appropriate. 

 
If children go into hospital for 
frequent or extended stays then we 
will liaise with the hospital 
school/teachers and support 
arrangements to ensure continuity of 
the child’s education. 
 
 

What does the Learning 
Mentor do? 
 
The school has a Learning Mentor who 
works in class or the playground, with 
a variety of children who may need 
some extra support for learning, self 
regulating behaviour, boost in self 
confidence, managing friendships, 
difficulties or challenges in their home 
circumstances. 
 



 
Morning equipment checks for the D/PH children 

What training have staff 
received supporting children 
with special educational 
needs? 

 

Staff at Hague have experience in 

meeting a range of special educational 

needs in a mainstream setting. We are 

particularly experienced in teaching 

Deaf/Partially Hearing children and 

employ 2 Qualified Teachers of the 

Deaf who induct and train any staff 

new to the school in the basic use of 

audio equipment and strategies for 

teaching and including D/PH children. 

 

The two teams of teaching assistants 

(D/PH and SEN) meet weekly and 

receive training in a variety of issues 

connected to SEN including: 

Phonics 

Behaviour management 

Monitoring children’s progress 
Interventions  
Understanding assessments 
Leading small groups 
Language development 
Audiology equipment 
 
Staff who work closely with children 

with a specific condition such as 

autism, undergo more in depth 

training on the condition. For 

example, by attending training at 

Phoenix school (a specialist school for 

children with ASD) and working with 

specialist colleagues from Phoenix. 
 

Our staff are trained to deliver the 

following interventions: 

 1stClass@Number 

 The 5 Minute Box 

 Early Words Programme 

 The Early Literacy Strategy 

 Precision teaching 

 Every Child A Talker 
 

How does the school know 
how effective the provision 
is? 
 

We review each child’s progress in 

Child Progress Meetings every term. In 

addition to this a child with SEN may 

well be receiving interventions.  

 

A child’s progress in their intervention 

(e.g. a Catch-Up programme) will be 

monitored as they go along by the 

adult delivering the programme. There 

is frequent dialogue with the Inclusion 

Manager. If the intervention appears 

to have little or no impact we stop and 

re-evaluate. 

 

We talk to parents regularly to share 

our findings and discover the signs of 

progress their child displays at home. 



What will the school provide  
to make sure my child is 
included in all school 
activities? 
 
All school activities, trips and visits are 
planned to include all children. Where 
children have specific needs parents 
may be involved in the planning of 
these trips. 
 
Any residential school journeys will 
always be accompanied by at least 
one trained First Aider. 
 

 
Year 4 school journey to Gorsefiled 

 
Children with special educational 
needs have the same opportunity to 
attend the after school clubs as other 
children. For children who come on 
school transport, we liaise with the 

transport service or make alternative 
arrangements for children to enable 
them to take part. 
   

 
Sports Day at Weavers Field 

 
How accessible is the 
curriculum and the 
environment for children 
with special educational 
needs? 
 
All children are entitled to quality first 
teaching.  Class teachers are 
responsible for providing a curriculum 
matched to the child’s needs. They are 
supported to do this by the Inclusion 
Manager and the Teachers of the 
Deaf.  

 
Every classroom has been adjusted to 
improve the acoustic quality of the 
room. These modifications, made 
primarily for our D/PH children, 
benefit everyone by improving 
listening conditions. Each of our two 
assembly halls is equipped with a 
soundfield system which improves 
reception for all children. 
 
Our school is a 3 storey Edwardian 
building. Only the ground floor is fully 
accessible for those with mobility 
difficulties.  
 

 
 
 
 



What preparations will be 
made for when my child 
starts and leaves Hague? 
 
To ease transition into Nursery: 

- we have toy library once a week 
that children can attend prior to 
starting  

- EYFS staff make home visits 
- parents have stay and play sessions 
- we hold information sessions for 

parents 
 

When a child with known SEN joins 
Hague we will do some or all of the 
following: 
 

- visit the child in their home 
setting/previous school. 
 

- meet with parents. 
 

- have a transition meeting with the 
child’s previous setting. 

 
- arrange for the child to visit us.  

 

- prepare a book of photos to show 
the child new key people and places 

 
- contact any outside agencies 

involved in the child’s care. 
 

- Organise any additional training 
needed for staff. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

A Year 6 child sharing in the excitement of chicks! 

When a child with a Statement of 
SEN/EHC Plan is leaving our school 
we do some or all of the following: 
 

- Arrange for the child to visit their 
new school with a TA from Hague 
 

- Have a 1-1 meeting between the 
child and the Inclusion Manager to 
explore any issues 

 

- Arrange for the child to receive a 
visit from a member of staff 
belonging to their new school 

 
- Make a book with pictures of their 

new school buildings and staff 
- Make a ‘one page profile’ with the 

child all about them to take with 
them 
 

- Our Inclusion manager will meet 
with their new SENCO 

 
- Arrange independent travel training 

to support them in travelling to 
their new school 

  
 
         

 
 



 
       A Year 6 Class preparing before a concert 

 

Who do I contact for 
information or to discuss a 
concern? 
 

A parent’s first point of contact if they 

want to discuss something about their 

child is their child’s Class Teacher.  

A parent or carer can also speak to  

 The Inclusion Manager - Alice 
Macfarlane 

 Teachers of the Deaf - Kelly 
Hitchins and Kyrie Clarke 

 Learning Mentor - John Waters 

 The Deputy Head Teacher  - Sue 
Walsh 

 The Head Teacher - Judy Knappett 

 
All members of staff are in the 

playground at the start and end of 

every school day.  Parents and carers 

can make an appointment to speak to 

the Head Teacher via the main school 

office. 

If you are still unsure who to contact, 

speak to Tracy, Minara or Tracy Ann 

in the main school office.  The school 

telephone number is 0207 739 9574. 

 
Celebrating our 5 values at an awards assembly 

 

If a parent wishes to make a complaint 

they are able to speak to the Head 

Teacher or put it in writing. The Head 

Teacher will do all she can to resolve 

the matter. 

 

If a parent remains dissatisfied in the 

way their complaint has been handled 

they are can write to the Chair of 

Governors. All complaints will be dealt 

with under the terms of the Complaint 

Policy. A copy of this can be requested 

from the school office, 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Head Teacher: Judy Knappett 

Admissions: General Office 

Phone: 0207 739 9574 

Email: admin@hague.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


